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1. Objectives 

At the end of this module you will be able to; 

• Define the term ‘Blended Learning’ 

• Identify major components of blended learning 

• Describe different approaches of blended learning for large classroom 

 

2. Introduction 

We live in a digital world where most of our students use technology quite 

effortlessly. The influx of Web 2.0 and hand held devices has changed the way we 

teach and learn. Teaching large groups now need not be restricted to traditional 

lectures. Use of digital devices and online platforms can be integrated into the 

traditional pattern so as to make lectures more meaningful and interactive. This form 

of learning that seeks a mix of face to face as well as online activities is called as 

Blended Learning.  

 

3. Three major components of blended learning 

There is a general agreement among educationists that blended learning has three 

primary components: 

 Face to face classroom activities facilitated by a teacher. 

 Online learning materials, including pre-recorded lectures, given by that same 

instructor or by an expert. 

 Structured independent study time guided by the material in the lectures and 

skills developed during the classroom experience. 

 

4. Blended learning approaches 

While teaching a large class, one can include either one of the following or use a 

combination of the following to enhance the effectiveness of learning. 

a) Flipping the classroom 

b) Peer learning using online platforms like e discussion boards, wikis, blogs 
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c) Creating and sharing learning resources through e portfolios 

d) Using an LMS (Learner Management System)  

 

a) Flipping the Classroom:  

In a traditional classroom, the instructor prepares material to be delivered in the 

classroom. According to the set timetable, this material is delivered to the 

students and thereafter the students are evaluated. In a flipped classroom, 

material is shared via videos or some other digital means. Students watch the 

lecture before they come to class. Thus when they come for the class, they spend 

more time discussing, indulging in higher order thinking and applying their 

knowledge. A Flipped Classroom inverts the typical cycle of content acquisition 

and application so that students gain necessary knowledge before class 

and instructors guide students to actively and interactively clarify and apply that 

knowledge during class.  

 

b) Peer Learning using online platforms like e discussion boards, wikis, and 

blogs:  

E discussion boards can be used to discuss content being learned. Time 

constraints often force teachers to curtail classroom discussions. Another 

observation about face to face discussions is that limited numbers of students are 

active. Some hesitate to participate due to limited language fluency; others may 

not feel very confident about their responses.  

 

An e discussion board helps to overcome these obstacles. One can build on the 

views posted by others. Students can take their own time to think and post their 

views. One can revisit a thread of discussions at any time and keep adding to the 

discussion. An expert can be invited to participate in the discussion.  Time is 

definitely no barrier and a student can post multiple responses.  

 

A discussion before teaching a topic gives the teacher an idea of the previous 

knowledge that students have. A discussion during the teaching –learning process 

helps to include critical thinking. A discussion after teaching a topic can help to 

widen the horizons of the topic learned and also help students to solve their 

doubts. Blogs are useful to post videos, audios, web links, text posts that can 

enhance the understanding of a topic. A teacher teaching Wordsworth’s poetry 

can post videos of Scotland’s Lake District so that students understand the 

background of Wordsworth’s work. Students can also contribute to blogs and 

showcase their own creativity. Creating wikis in the form of wikipages can 

encourage collaborative writing.  

 

Links can be provided so that topics are meaningfully connected.  Students can 

use wikis to publish information about a topic they are investigating. They can 



    
 

3 

 

connect with classes and students all over the world and thus broaden their 

perspective of any topic they are learning. Thus it is not just the peers in their 

own class that they can interact with; rather they can interact with learners 

anywhere in the world who share the same interests.  

 

c) Creating and sharing learning resources through e portfolios: 

An e portfolio is a place where a student can store all his /her contributions such 

as resources created, reflections carried out or presentations prepared. For 

example a student of Languages can include articles written, critiques of pieces 

read, logs of events. A student of History can upload experiences, photographs 

and videos of places visited, travelogues or research carried out. A person 

training to be a teacher can upload lesson plans, details of action research or 

videos of practical work. Such portfolios can be viewed by the teacher to evaluate 

student learning. In addition to subject specific entries, other material in the form 

of community projects undertaken, evidences of participation in co-curricular 

activities etc can also be uploaded. Peers can visit one’s portfolio to learn more 

about the subject. When students graduate and seek a placement, such portfolios 

give the prospective employers an idea about the candidate. Such e portfolios can 

be maintained on a blog or a website.   

 

d) Using an LMS (Learner Management System):  

Use of LMS can foster student to student and student to teacher engagement by 

instant messaging, e mails and discussion forums. Curricular content is easily 

uploaded. Polls can help a teacher solicit student feedback. Short quizzes, 

assignments or even a threaded discussion allows a teacher to evaluate students. 

Tracking of student performance over time gives an idea of the progress of 

individual students. Multiple teachers can be invited to participate in the forum. 

The notice board facility can be leveraged to keep students informed of activities. 

Some platforms used for LMS have an option to include parents as well. Thus 

stakeholders too can be a part of the educational process. The advantage of an 

LMS to a teacher is that s/he can create multiple classrooms. Material, such as a 

quiz or a presentation, created for one classroom can be reused in another. 

Presently LMS like Moodle, Edmodo and Blackboard are highly popular with many 

educators. Teachers teaching large groups can use an LMS to provide content 

beyond the prescribed syllabus, offer remedial coaching to those in need, cater to 

various learning styles as an  LMS supports video, audio and text. Electronic 

grading saves the time and energy of teachers and also facilitates maintaining 

records. With students having 24 x 7 accesses to the LMS, learning truly becomes 

anytime-anywhere learning.  

Thus blended learning is a boon to teachers who have to engage classes with large 

numbers. Some points to be noted while using blended learning: 
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 Get the right blends of online and face to face activities depending upon the 

learners, their needs and the objectives to be achieved? For example, a Biology 

teacher teaching about ‘Tissues in plants’ may plan for some objectives that 

involve developing the skill of making slides to observe tissues. In such a case, a 

video may be used to demonstrate how to make a slide to be observed under a 

microscope, virtual laboratories may be used to offer a simulation of the same 

but actual preparation of the slide must include a hands-on experience in the 

laboratory.    

 Engage learners in experiences that they can relate to. The learners’ interests 

and previous experiences must be taken into consideration. 

 Provide a sense of community by including collaborative learning activities. 

Discussions, both online and offline, group projects, small group activities are 

some ways to build the learning community.  

 Provide instant feedback. This is extremely simple in the online environment 

where individual feedback can be provided. Some LMS also allow a teacher to 

provide badges for different activities e.g.’ award for the most helpful student’, 

‘award for the most creative answer’ etc.  

 Blended learning involves online activities. Make sure that the students know 

how to optimally navigate through the online platform being used.  

Teachers can truly leverage the benefits of blended learning to make learning more 

individual centred and relevant to the learner.  

 


