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1. Objectives 

At the end of this session you will be able to; 

 Explain importance of Jigsaw Strategy 

 Discuss procedure of Jigsaw Strategy 

 Implement Jigsaw Strategy in Classroom 

 

2. Introduction 

Jigsaw strategy is a cooperative learning strategy. As we know, in order to solve jigsaw 

puzzle, we need to join the piece of each puzzle. In same manner, in jigsaw co-operative 

learning strategy, each student is a piece of puzzle; when all these students come 

together for their learning, learning objective is achieved. In this strategy, students work 

in groups as a team. Students not only learn in groups, but also they get involved in 

active listening and take part in their learning process. Each member is not only 

responsible for their own learning process but also for team members learning process. 

In jigsaw, students should work together and rely on each other in order to achieve a 

common learning goal. One of the main advantages in using jigsaw strategy in 

classroom, each student has an important role to play, so each student feels part of the 

group and actively participates in the learning.  
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3. Procedure 

Before starting jigsaw in classroom a teacher needs to do some preparation beforehand. 

S/he needs to identify material. The teacher can also write down learning goals for 

which s/he wants to use the strategy. After identifying the content the teacher needs to 

break it in the small pieces. Here pieces means chunks of the entire content. 

In the case study we have seen that Ms. Neelima broke the entire ADDIE model into five 

chunks i.e. Analysis, Design, Development, Implementation and Evaluation. 

After selecting the content and breaking it into pieces, teacher will now start with the 

strategy. But before that, she has to brief students about the strategy. She should 

clearly explain the goal of strategy and what are they expected to do throughout the 

strategy. So, there is no room for confusion among students. 

 

After this stage a teacher needs to divide a class into groups which are called as home 

groups or jigsaw groups. Depending upon the number of students in the class and 

number of the content pieces, groups are formed. Generally, four to five groups are 

formed but one can form maximum eight groups.  

 

As we saw in the case study, Ms. Neelima divided thirty students in five groups as there 

were five chunks of the content.  

Here teacher can use numbering strategy where each student is numbered as Ms. 

Neelima numbered each student in case study. 

 

After group formation, inform students what they are about to learn. Tell them to 

remember the current group. This group is their home group. After formation of home 

groups, a teacher will then form ‘Master Groups’. These master groups are formed on 

the basis of numbers assigned to them. 

In case study, Ms. Neelima told all 1s, 2s, 3s, 4s and 5s will form their groups 

separately. 1s will be in group 1, 2s in group2, 3s in group3, 4s in group 4 and 5s in 

group 5. 

  

A teacher may tell students that they will learn and master one piece of content in the 

master group and will be accountable for their own leaning as well as their other group 

members learning.  
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In case study, Ms. Neelima divided phases in five groups. 

 

Give time to students to learn, take notes, discuss and solve their doubts. A teacher can 

intervene whenever necessary. Tell students to concentrate, take notes and learn the 

content properly because once they return to their ‘home groups’ they are supposed to 

‘Teach’ other home group members, what they learnt.  

In case study, Ms. Neelima distributed reading materials among the students and gave 

time for discussion.  

 

Once they finish their discussion, ask them to return to their home groups. At this stage, 

each student from a home group will be the master of a particular content.  

In the case study, when students returned to their home groups, each group member 

learnt different phase of the ADDIE model. 

 

Again give them time to discuss and share their knowledge, and a teacher can 

intervenes in-between whenever necessary. Once they finished discussion, they will 

have a complete knowledge of the content. This way the jigsaw puzzle is completely 

assembled and they will have an overall picture of the entire content. For example: As 

mentioned in the case study, at the end of the strategy all students have complete 

knowledge of ADDIE model. 

 

4. Some Considerations 

1. Group formation may become difficult at times. If there is odd number of students in 

the class, say 37 or 43, then in such case, teacher may create groups of 4, 5 or 6 

taking chunks of content into consideration. Sometimes jigsaw groups of 2 or 3 are 

also allowed. Still if some extra students are remaining, the teacher can assign two 

students with the same chunk. 
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2. If the teacher knows some students who cannot understand or explain learnt content 

properly, s/he can anticipate this problem beforehand and can club such students 

who may work well if they work together.   

3. If there is a student from a master group who is not able to understand the content 

then the teacher should make sure that one student is getting enough time to 

understand the content and other students are also helping him/her in this learning 

process. 

 

5. Following are some of the reasons to use Jigsaw in classroom: 

● Students learn big content in less time because they learn it in groups, share their 

knowledge and are accountable for their own learning as well as peer’s learning. 

● Students learn, re-learn and involve in peer teaching which requires them to 

understand the given content in-depth. 

● Students actively participate in the learning process, they learn to respect other’s 

opinion and cooperate with each other 

● In jigsaw, each student gets a chance to contribute something meaningful in group 

discussions. 

 

In the conclusion, we can say that jigsaw helps in gaining mastery over learning 

material. At the same time due to breakdown of the content, learning becomes less 

laborious and more interesting. It also helps in team-building. 

 


