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Four Corners 

 

Objectives 

At the end of this session you will be able to; 

 Describe the procedure of Four Corners Strategy 

 Discuss the role of students while implementing Four Corners in classroom 

 List educational implementation of Four Corners Strategy 

 

Materials required to implement the Four Corners strategy are: 

 Four posters, each labeled in large letters with one of the options given for the statement or 

question 

 Whiteboard and marker (for teacher use) 

 Writing paper and pencils (for students) 

 

Procedure to implement the strategy: 

1. Write a controversial statement on the board for all students to see.  

2. Give four options for the students to select from. 

3. Then give them some „think time‟ and have them write on a piece of paper the option that 

they have chosen and why. Students will be required to write out the reasons for their 

choice. No consulting with their neighbors on this one - just their opinion. Many teachers 

provide students with a graphic organizer or worksheet that requires students to mark their 

opinion and then provide a brief explanation.   

4. Clear the four corners of the room of tripping hazards. Then label the four corners of the 

classroom with the options provided to students. If you have created posters of these labels, 

hang one in each of the four corners. 

5. Once the students have finished writing their opinion, have them go to corners of the room 

based on their responses (e.g. all the “strongly agrees” to the corner labeled with their 

choice etc.).  

6. There are a variety of ways to engage students after they are in their respective corners. 

The teacher can randomly call on students in each corner to share why they chose the 

given position. Otherwise, students in each corner can discuss the statement and develop a 

collective response to be shared. Alternatively, the teacher can assign different groups to 

debate one another. For example, the agree and disagree students can debate while the 

strongly agree and strongly disagree students do the same. Another option is to have each 

group research their position and present a persuasive speech to the rest of the class 

supporting their position. 

In their conversation, they usually end up rereading the text for evidence, using a dictionary to 

look up words, and making a list of reasons why they are right.  
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The instructor can move around the room; stopping to listen in on each of the four groups and 

offer feedback. It is an easy way to hear where the class may struggle and learn what areas 

need improved for future instruction, too! 

7. Once they are ready, each spokesperson presents the group's case to the class while they 

listen quietly.  

8. Then give them time at the end to ask questions or challenge other groups.  

9. Then ask them to think about what they have heard and then move to a new corner if they 

were swayed by another group's presentation.  

10. To debrief the exercise, you can have students to reflect in their journals about how the 

activity changed or reinforced their original opinion. To clarify ideas shared during the 

discussion, you can chart the main for and against arguments on the board as a whole-

class activity. 

 

Examples of the use of Four Corners strategy in various subjects 

Sociology: Students debate and discuss which form of government works best for a country; 

Democracy, Dictatorship, Monarchy and Theocracy. 

Literature: The main purpose of art is not entertainment but self-awareness? Disagree, 

strongly disagree, agree, strongly agree. 

Science: The instructor explains four different techniques of plastic waste disposal. The 

students choose and justify one technique they think works best without causing harmful 

environmental effects.  

The four corners cooperative teaching strategy is a forced-choice activity that can be employed 

in a wide range of disciplines. It can be easily adapted to any grade level and subject. 

This activity helps students in one classroom to explore concepts, ideas, or content. It can be 

used on its own or in conjunction with additional group work. 

 

Educational Implications 

 Motivates students and increases student retention by creating opportunities for students 

to see, hear, say and do. 

 Helps to develop listening, verbal communication, critical thinking, and decision-making 

skills in the classroom context 

 Develops an understanding of differences in values and opinions 

 Encourages them to cognitively justify their decisions 

 Presents an opportunity for students to review, critique, reflect on, and appraise opinions. 

 Helps students who are lethargic and need some meaningful physical movement in order to 

refocus 

 

 


